
�����������	
���������������	
���������������	
���������������	
����� ���

��
������
������
������
����� ���

�	�������������	�������������	�������������	������������� ���
������������������������������������� ���

��� �� ���

���������	
���

���
������
������
����������	
���

���
������
������
����������	
���

���
������
������
����������	
���

���
������
������
�� ���
������������	
�

��	��
	������	����	� ���	����� � ������������	���� � ��� 	����
�
������������	�� � ���	�� !� � "���	�������"���	��� ���	� #$%�
�
�	�&	������'	(�� � ���	�)� � ����	���������	� � ���	��**�



����������������
������������������
������������������
������������������
��� ��� ����

��� �� ���

�� ��� ��� ��� �� ���

After last month's delay in issuing the StarDancer 
Newsletter it is gratifying to be on time this issue and 
perhaps even a little early. I know many of you are 
c u r i o u s  a f t e r  m y  l a s t  a r t i c l e 
regarding the status of the legal conflict between the 
owners of the Rhapsody Ballroom and USA Dance 
National. As of this writing, everything remains 
normal, and we will go on with monthly dances on 
the second Wednesday of each month as always. I 
know the Collett's value our enthusiasm for dance,  
and we value their friendship and the facility. The 
reasons we have remained at Rhapsody are many and 
include having a central location in Hillsborough 
County, a large competition floating wood floor with 
seating up to 150, and being able to invite any 
teacher/dance studio to perform without offending 
the management of the ballroom. The Rhapsody has 
also been affordable and available, and has been the 
home of SouthernStar since its inception. 
The chapter has been criticized by USA National for 
"having all its eggs in one basket", but they do not 
understand that our situation has been unique. Where 
else is there a chapter with such a great neutral 
location? By neutral I mean a facility that is not a 
studio such as Arthur Murray/Fred Astaire or an 
independent ballroom that will not promote other 
teachers outside of their own business. I know of 
chapters that use neutral facilities, but most have 
serious flaws such as a location outside of the service 
area, non-wood floors and high expense. So we hope 
the recent problem can be resolved without affecting 
our mission here it the Tampa/Brandon area to 
promote ballroom dancing and bring you fun and 
affordable dances. I will keep you posted.  

An old saying goes, "nothing is permanent except 
change". So here is the latest change. After 
reviewing the ever rising cost of printing and mailing 
of the newsletter we are going to try and get 
everyone to view the StarDancer online (and it's in 
color!). In the past we have printed and handed out 
350 copies every other month, and mailed over 100 
issues at considerable expense. Starting with this 
issue we are going to encourage everyone to view it 

online. The monetary savings will be substantial, and 
we can keep admission fees low and have money for 
special events such as National Ballroom Dance 
week. I know that not everyone has a computer, and 
we have identified some of these folks. We will print 
out paper copies for them, so if you are one of them 
please be sure to tell us and we will get a printed 
edition to you. We had considered doing this years 
ago, but you could not view or print the newsletter 
with dial up. Now that almost everyone has some 
version of faster internet access we feel it is time to 
try. A notice will be posted at the Rhapsody about 
the availability of the newsletter on the website 
(www.SouthernStarUSABDA.org).  

I would also like to resurrect the phone tree so we 
can leave word as well as email messages about 
upcoming dances and newsletter notification. Let us 
know if you would like to volunteer to make about 6-
10 phone calls a month. We could use 10 - 12 
helpers and someone to coordinate the effort. 
Volunteers anyone? 

Finally I would like to mention the Mid Summer 
Classic competition. I am sorry to have to report that 
the board felt it was best to cancel the event for this 
year. I agree that is was necessary. I want to assure 
everyone that we fully intend to bring the MSC back 
for 2011 bigger and better than ever. We will work 
through our problems and carry on into a brighter 
future. 

Thank you for reading,  and I will see you on  the 
d a n c e  f l o o r ! 
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Fletcher Avenue

Fowler Avenue

Rhapsody
Ballroom

Busch Boulevard

Hillsborough Avenue
(Hwy 92)

I-4
To Tampa

To Orlando

Shoney's
Inn

Exit 54

I-
75
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